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Welcome to the 166th edition of this newsletter. Wishing all my readers a happy new year. The last
few weeks were very busy as | wrapped up a couple of projects. As is often the case, challenges
never really stop, which means there is always work to be done.

While | expected the holiday period to be relatively quiet, there were quite a few news items and
announcements. Let’s get into them without delay, and | will catch up on the rest during the week.

For those of you who don’t know me, | am a technologist with over 25 years’ experience in mobile
and wireless technology, currently working as an independent advisor, analyst, consultant, and
trainer. This newsletter is a summary of my own posts and other news that caught my attention
since the last edition.

@ 6G

e Fierce Network: 2026 is the year of 6G slop (link)

e Dean Bubley on LinkedIn: "About a week ago, the White House issued a memorandum about
"Winning the 6G Race". I'll write about its policy on #spectrum for #6G another time, but |
just want to highlight a confusing comment in the first paragraph..." (link)

e Free 6G Training: Top 10 Posts for 2025 (link)

e Dean Bubley on LinkedIn: "I've written a short article listing the key myths, misconceptions
and fallacies I'm increasingly seeing about #6G..." (link)

e Frank Rayal on LinkedIn: "Have you noticed that all the rising hype around the 6G race is
coming from vendors and think tanks, not operators, just as it was with 5G? That’s why the
6G race narrative, just like the 5G race, is a sham..." (link)

e Free 6G Training: CEATEC 2025 and the Road Ahead for 5G and 6G in Japan (link)


https://newsletter.3g4g.co.uk/p/mobile-wireless-roundup-no-166
https://www.fierce-network.com/wireless/6g-2026-position-papers-vaporware-and-slop
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/deanbubley_spectrum-6g-5g-activity-7411043221717405696-1x4e/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:share:7410624823871311872/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7414388157128810496/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/frankrayal_6g-5g-activity-7412243265443270657-MwTr/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:share:7415889598771589120/

® 5G

e Light Reading: No one in the real world cares about 5G standalone (link)

e Emil Bjornson on LinkedIn: "Beamforming for multi-user and single-user MIMO is relatively
simple if one has perfect channel knowledge, but channel acquisition is very challenging in
practice! We have written a new tutorial on beamforming codebooks and the related
signaling in 3GPP systems..." (link)

e TIM and FASTWEB + Vodafone: RAN Sharing Agreement To Accelerate The Development of
5G in ltaly (PR)

o Emil Bjérnson on LinkedIn: We’re told we’re using 5G—but are we really? (link)

e 3GPP Release 18 Description and Summary of Work Items (link)
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@ Open & Disaggregated Networks (including Open RAN, vRAN, etc.)
e SDxCentral: Open RAN openness remains an open-ended question (link)
@ Spectrum

e Developing Telecoms: India’s frequency allocation plan disappoints operators (link)

e JMAS: Govt Sets Base Prices for Multi-Band 5G Spectrum Auction in Pakistan (link)

e Fierce Network: AT&T on the hunt for more 3.45 GHz spectrum (link)

e Chosun Biz: Government cuts LTE reassignment fee to 3.1 trillion won, ties further discounts
to 5G indoor base station buildout (link)

e Dean Bubley on LinkedIn: "I’'ve done a full deep-dive review of the GSMA Vision 2040 about
future spectrum requirements for 5G/6G..." (link)


https://www.lightreading.com/5g/no-one-in-the-real-world-cares-about-5g-standalone
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/emilbjornson_i-am-happy-to-share-that-our-paper-precoding-activity-7415322056537415681-Ij-O/
https://www.gruppotim.it/en/press-archive/corporate/2026/PR-Ran-Sharing.html
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/emilbjornson_5g-vs-5g-why-many-5g-networks-are-not-activity-7411062246405148673-J3tZ/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:share:7413995284029984768/
https://www.sdxcentral.com/analysis/open-ran-openness-remains-an-open-ended-question/
https://developingtelecoms.com/telecom-business/telecom-regulation/19565-indias-frequency-allocation-plan-disappoints-operators.html
https://jmas.pk/govt-sets-base-prices-for-multi-band-5g-spectrum-auction-in-pakistan/
https://www.fierce-network.com/wireless/att-hunt-more-345-ghz-spectrum
https://biz.chosun.com/en/en-it/2025/12/10/CPEBGUFQBVA27ICHZMH3TT4T2Q/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/deanbubley_review-gsmas-vision-2040-for-spectrum-activity-7412117503113441280--N7O/

@® Private Networks

Arcus’ European Infrastructure Fund acquires Wifinity (PR) - Wifinity designs, builds, and

manages mission-critical connectivity infrastructure network solutions for complex, multi-

site, and multi-tenant environments.

Transformation Across Industries (link)
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® Telecoms Infrastructure, Small Cells, Antennas & others

[ ]
weak mobile infrastructure ecosystem (link)

Telecoms Infrastructure Blog: Top 10 Posts for 2025 (link)

RCR Tech: Inside Saudi Arabia’s 480MW Hexagon data center (link)

#PrivateNetworks

IEEE ComSoc Technology Blog: NEC exits 4G/5G base station market underscoring Japan’s

Peter Clarke on LinkedIn: "The Virgin Media O2 Revolution: from expansive Gigabit+ 5G to

SpaceX Starlink Direct to Device connectivity, Multi Band 5G Massive MIMO to new Multi-

beam capacity, the 2025 transformation delivered excellence..." (link)

e Fierce Network: AWS wants more hollow core fiber than it can get (link)

@ loT / M2M / Smart Homes

MW.L: Sony bakes eRedCap into Altair loT silicon (link)
@ Security & Privacy

e Denis Laskov on LinkedIn - Building a hacker’s lab for satellite analysis: not
practical and super fun! (link)
Dmitry Kurbatov on LinkedIn: GEO Backhaul Breaks Telecom’s Trust (link)

Hackaday: The Rise Of Fake Casio Scientific Calculators (link)

many major brands are affected. (link)

cheap, but

Denis Laskov on LinkedIn - Three (!!) dangerous vulnerabilities in Bluetooth headphones:

Dmitry Kurbatov on LinkedIn - Telecom Security in 2026: Critical Issues to Resolve (link)


https://wifinity.co.uk/updates/arcus-acquires-wifinity/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:share:7414620402053750784/
https://techblog.comsoc.org/2025/12/28/nec-exits-4g-5g-base-station-market-underscoring-japans-weak-mobile-infrastructure-ecosystem/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:share:7411331651634606080/
https://rcrtech.com/ai-infrastructure-news/inside-saudi-hexagon-data/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/peter-clarke-95016b172_the-virgin-media-o2-revolution-from-expansive-activity-7411331258183528448-HcH8/
https://www.fierce-network.com/cloud/aws-wants-more-hollow-core-fiber-it-can-get
https://www.mobileworldlive.com/industry/sony-bakes-eredcap-into-altair-iot-silicon/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dlaskov_cybersecurity-infosec-satellite-activity-7408576396848963584-XkWu/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dmitry-kurbatov_satellitesecurity-5g-telecomsecurity-activity-7415387079632723969-4tJP/
https://hackaday.com/2025/12/29/the-rise-of-fake-casio-scientific-calculators/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dlaskov_cybersecurity-vulnerability-bluetooth-activity-7414738537910095872-hTff/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dmitry-kurbatov_telecomsecurity-5gsecurity-lte-activity-7414648477915402240-W-r_/
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e Denis Laskov on LinkedIn - U.S. Navy ships are floating cities with complex cybersecurity
challenges: insights from the field (link)

@ Connected And Autonomous Vehicles (CAVs)

e Inside EVs: Waymo Ditched Drivers, But It’s Paying People To Close Robotaxi Doors (link)
e Denis Laskov on LinkedIn - What attackers & defenders must know about V2X: including a $5
attack on connected car infrastructure! (link)

@® Smartphones, Devices, Wearables & Gadgets

e TelecomTV: Humanoid robots take centre stage at CES 2026 (link)
o MWL: Meta delays latest international Al glasses launch (link)
e Simon’s Substack: The Pink RAZR (link)

@ Al, ML & Automation

e RCR Tech - CES: Following the Al silicon — and the monorail (link)

e The Power of Alin NTT Docomo’s 5G Journey (link)

e Futurenet Insights: Innovation is making telecoms one of the world’s most exciting industries
(link)

® Wi-Fi

e Connectivity Technology Blog: Wi-Fi HaLow - A Long Range, Low Power Wi-Fi Standard
Designed for loT (link)


https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dlaskov_maritime-cybersecurity-hacking-activity-7415465444905754624-f_G0/
https://insideevs.com/news/783028/waymo-robotaxi-door-closing-gig/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dlaskov_automotive-carhacking-v2x-activity-7416173855431364608-bcDL/
https://www.telecomtv.com/content/digital-platforms-services/humanoid-robots-take-centre-stage-at-ces-2026-54592/
https://www.mobileworldlive.com/meta/meta-delays-latest-international-ai-glasses-launch/
https://simonrockman.substack.com/p/the-pink-razr
https://rcrtech.com/semiconductor-news/ai-at-ces-following-the-silicon/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:share:7415478166078889984/
https://futurenetworld.net/innovation-is-making-telecoms-one-of-the-worlds-most-exciting-industries/2026/01/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7414957278879219712

Figure 1: Wi-Fi Technology in Different Frequency Bands
(Source: Wi-Fi Alliance)
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/\ ABiresearch | www.abiresearch.com How Wi-Fi Halow Is Poised to Transform the loT Market

#3G4G5G

e RCR Wireless: FCC votes to unlock high-power 6 GHz for Wi-Fi and loT devices (link) — Analyst
Dean Bubley’s analysis on LinkedIn here.

@ Other News and Technology Stuff

e The 3G4G Blog: Top 10 Posts for 2025 (link)
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e Connectivity Technology Blog: Top 5 Posts for 2025 (link)

e Light Reading - Looking ahead: Indian telecom in 2026 (link)

e Operator Watch Blog: Top 5 Posts for 2025 (link)

e Yahoo Finance: UPS Leans Into $9 Billion Automation Strategy with Robotics Rollout (link)
e Operator Watch Blog: Cuba’s Mobile Connectivity in 2026 (link)


https://www.rcrwireless.com/20260108/wi-fi-2/fcc-votes-6ghz-wifi-iot
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/deanbubley_6ghz-spectrum-wifi-activity-7415309241126854656-CNvD/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:share:7412051977838170112/
https://www.connectivity.technology/2025/12/top-5-posts-for-2025.html
https://www.lightreading.com/wireless/looking-ahead-indian-telecom-in-2026
https://www.operatorwatch.com/2025/12/top-5-posts-for-2025.html
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/ups-leans-9-billion-automation-192655941.html
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:share:7414389063106887681/

@ Picture of the week: This week’s picture is VMO2’s 22.5 metres tall SWANN tower, shared by
Nathan Todd on LinkedIn here.

Happy to hear your thoughts. Feel free let me know what worked, what didn’t, how | can make this
better, etc. Get in touch over LinkedIn!

PDF version of this and previous newsletters are available here.


https://www.linkedin.com/posts/nathan-todd-996212298_another-virgin-media-o2-build-this-week-activity-7372285790816579584-aAlA/
https://www.3g4g.co.uk/Newsletter/

