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Welcome to the 115th edition of this newsletter. Some of you may remember Yahoo Groups, | used
to run couple of joke lists on there. Surprisingly there was never a shortage of jokes or even real-
world stupidity news. Anyway, here is a joke from early 2000’s that | thought was worth sharing:

A young man from Minnesota moves to Florida and goes to a big "everything under one roof"
department store looking for a job.

The Manager says, "Do you have any sales experience?" The kid says "Yeah. | was a salesman back in
Minnesota ."

Well, the boss liked the kid and gave him the job. "You start tomorrow. I'll come down after we close
and see how you did."

His first day on the job was rough, but he got through it. After the store was locked up, the boss came
down. "How many customers bought something from you today?"

The kid says "One".

The boss says "Just One? Our sales people average 20 to 30 customers a day. How much was the sale
for?"

The kid says "5101, 237.65".
The boss says "$101,237.65? What the heck did you sell?"

The kid says, "First, | sold him a small fish hook. Then | sold hi m a medium fishhook. Then | sold him a
larger fishhook. Then | sold him a new fishing rod. Then | asked him where he was going fishing and
he said down the coast, so | told him he was going to need a boat, so we went down to the boat


https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/mobile-wireless-roundup-115-zahid-ghadialy-ly8ye/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yahoo_Groups
https://thisistrue.com/

department and | sold him a twin engine Chris Craft. Then he said he didn't think his Honda Civic
would pull it, so | took him down to the automotive department and sold him that 4x4 Expedition."

The boss said, "A guy came in here to buy a fish hook and you sold him a BOAT and a TRUCK?"

The kid said "No, the guy came in here to buy Tampons for his wife, and | said, 'Dude, your weekend's
shot, you should go fishing." "

| know some of you may read into this to mean that the salesman is the metaphor for vendors while
the customer is a metaphor for mobile network operators, but that is not my intention at all. It’s just
a joke. You can sometimes enjoy one without worrying about what else it can mean. Enjoy!

For those of you who don’t know me, | am a technologist with over 25 years’ experience in mobile
wireless technology, currently working as an independent advisor, analyst, consultant and a trainer.
This newsletter is a summary of my posts and other news that caught my attention since the last
newsletter.
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e Light Reading: Sensing a new 6G use case (link)

e NTT Docomo: Aiming for optimal communication quality in the 6G era, successful
demonstration experiment using digital twin technology to visualize communication
performance for various scenarios (PR in Japanese)

e MWL: 5G pioneer SKT sees no need to rush to 6G (link)

e NTT Docomo: 6G Radio-interface Indoor Test Using Al in the 4.8 GHz Band for the First Time
in Japan Improves Throughput up to 18% (PR)

e Free 6G Training - PREDICT-6G: Exploring the Future of Deterministic Networking in SNS JU
Phase 1 (link)

® 5G

e RCR Wireless: What's next for 5G? 3GPP Release 18, 19 and beyond (link)


https://www.lightreading.com/6g/sensing-a-new-6g-use-case
https://www.docomo.ne.jp/info/news_release/2024/11/20_01.html
https://www.mobileworldlive.com/operators/5g-pioneer-skt-sees-no-need-to-rush-to-6g/
https://www.docomo.ne.jp/english/info/media_center/pr/2024/1120_00.html
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:share:7266046972531204096/
https://www.rcrwireless.com/20241119/fundamentals/whats-next-for-5g-release-18-19-and-beyond

MediaTek white paper - 5G Uplink Enhancement Techniques: A Comprehensive Evaluation
of 5G Uplink Transmit Switching & Uplink with Three-Antenna Transmission Solutions (link)

V]
| gl 0 |0 |0 s ulo oo sy

TDD, 30 KHz SCS
v i
23dB
o [N
L o | o | 0o | 0o | 0|

(V] [0 [0 |0 fsiulp oo [sv REE
“TDD, 30 KHz SCS nuu uﬂnu u 23dBm

v FDD “1Tx” or TDD “2Tx",

IR 2
1 ) o

Figure 2: Rel 15 UL CA Vs Rel 16 UL CA with Tx switching operation
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@ Open & Disaggregated Networks (including Open RAN, vRAN, etc.)

Light Reading: Vodafone tender for 100k+ sites puts Cohere in open RAN spotlight (link)
Patrick Lopez on LinkedIn: "Telecom Infra Project's #FYUZ24 was a very productive
conference, with about 1200 registered attendees focused on open and disaggregated
networks for #Telco. My short update here on the state of #openRAN RICs and Apps this
year..." (link)

Fierce Network Op-Ed: This is why Qualcomm’s Viettel win is a big deal (link)

Luke Kehoe on LinkedIn: “Some analysis from this year's FYUZ conference, covering telco Al,
open RAN, neutral host and the 'post-gigabit era'...” (link)

Light Reading: Verizon uses open RAN to connect Samsung with CommScope (link)
MW.L: Vodafone closes in on huge mobile tender (link)

Operator Watch Blog: Deutsche Telekom’s Open RAN (ORAN) Plans (link)

@ Private Networks

'The Automation of Industries with Private 5G Networks' - new whitepaper looking at Private
5G as Enabler of Industrial Automation in Manufacturing, Intralogistics, Energy and Utilities,

Mining, and Food & Beverage Industry (link)

Private Networks Technology Blog: Revolutionising Sports and Entertainment with Verizon’s

'Network in a Box’ (link)

@ loT / M2M / Smart Homes

Light Reading: AT&T to discontinue NB-loT, but T-Mobile and Verizon keep the faith (link)
Matt Hatton on LinkedIn: "The AT&T NB-IoT shut down news is out. Is it any wonder that we
at Transforma Insights picked ‘Decision points and pivots in support for LTE, NB-loT and
public LoRaWAN’ as one of our IoT Transition Topics for 2025..." (link) — good discussions.
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@® Telecoms Infrastructure, Small Cells, Antennas & others

e Telecoms Infrastructure Blog: China Deploys 5G-A Synaesthesia in the Tibet Autonomous
Region (TAR) (link)

China’s 5G-A Synaesthesia Base Stations

e Earl Lum on LinkedIn: Could Nokia be kicked out of T-Mobile USA and will lightning strike
three times? (link)

e Paul Rhodes on LinkedIn - Wednesday Wonders: Pooling your Resources (link)

o Peter Clarke on LinkedIn: Subtle excellence from Vodafone Ireland, Alpha Wireless and
Ericsson delivering sleek performance to the beautiful Glenveagh Castle and surrounding
National Park. (link)

e RCR Wireless: Neutral-host networks —47% cheaper, 38% greener than separate 5G
deployments (link)

e Tutorial on Different Types of RAN Architectures - Distributed (D-RAN), Centralized & Cloud
(C-RAN) (link)

Different Types of Deployment Options

Integrated
Base Station
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(D-RAN)
Temporary mast site — picture source: Peter Schmidt (
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@ Virtualization, Cloud & Edge

e Light Reading: Rakuten is not buying the Nvidia pitch for AI-RAN in Japan (link)
e Jinsung Choi on LinkedIn: The role of Telco Edge in the Al era (link)

@ Security & Privacy

e Michal Wachowiak on Linkedin: ‘QFirst, Do No Harm? What is the trade-off between call
security and quality of service? (link)

e Commesrisk: Police Find SMS Blaster That Sent a Million Smishing Messages in 3 Days (link)

e ArsTechnica: Spies hack Wi-Fi networks in far-off land to launch attack on target next door
(link)

@ Connected And Autonomous Vehicles (CAVs)
e RCR Wireless: Qualcomm targets $22 billion in automotive, loT revenue by 2029 (link)
@ Smartphones, Devices, Wearables & Gadgets

e Qokla - iPhone 16 5G Performance: How Does Apple’s Latest and Greatest Compare to
Previous iPhones and Samsung Galaxy Flagships? (link)
e  MWL: LG Uplus, Samsung combine on Al-powered phone (link)

@ Al, ML & Automation

e Telecoms Infrastructure Blog: SK Telecom's Vision for Future Telco Infrastructure in the Al
Era (link)

Al Telco Infra

Advance the Telco infrastructure with Al, and evolve into Al infrastructure
Al Telco infra

Telco infra

Al enabling infra (Edge Al

Network Connectivity Al native infra
Rule-based automation Al assisted infra 6G

[Al assisted infra] “Performance, stability, efficiency “ ' [Al enabling infra] “ Monetization & value re-rating *
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SK telecom

e Jinsung Choi on LinkedIn: AI-RAN Transforms RAN from a Cost Center to a Profit Center (link)

e Gabriel Brown on LinkedIn - Latest blog: How tightly linked are Al RAN and open RAN? (link)

e Jinsung Choi on LinkedIn: Data readiness in the Al-RAN (link)

e Eugina Jordan on LinkedIn: Have you seen the latest Gartner Hype Cycle for Generative Al,
20247 (link)
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Hype Cycle for Generative Al, 2024
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e SK Telecom to Introduce Al-Powered Customer Service Utilizing Proprietary Telco LLM and
LMM (PR)

@ Satellites, HAPS, Drones, UAVs & Space

e Karim Bensassi-nour on LinkedIn: ﬂ The (Real) Price of Satellite Connectivity: A Global
Analysis of Starlink’s affordability @ (link)

@ Other News and Technology Stuff

e Benedict Evans on LinkedIn: "Every year, | produce a big presentation exploring macro and
strategic trends in the tech industry. For 2025, ‘Al eats the world’. More questions than
answers, but such interesting questions..." (link)

e  WMUK - Why's That: What's with the barbed wire and antennas at this Allegan County
'home'? (link)

e Bitcoin Beach on X: Bringing Electricity To An Entire African Village Using Bitcoin Mining |
Erik Hersman (X post with video)

@ Picture of the week: Sometime back Vodafone Germany shared what they referred to as
‘Germany's craziest 5G stations’. Here is the highest mobile phone station, located on Germany's
highest mountain, the Zugspitze.
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Happy to hear your thoughts. Feel free let me know what worked, what didn’t, how | can make this
better, etc. Get in touch over LinkedIn!

PDF version of this and previous newsletters are available here.
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